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From Reports to the Montreat Assembly 


Assembly's Office: This year our church passed the 
800,000 mark in number of communicants—807,624. 
(Blue Book, p. 33) 


Annuities & Relief: The effects of inflation are 
likely to continue. The consequence is that more dol- 
lars must be granted if the necessities are to be had 
by the retired ministers and their dependents. ... The 
only source with which to supplement inadequate an- 


(146) 


Stillman College: In 1950 assets and resources 
were $500,000; 1955: $1,756,143. 


World Council: It is only as the World Council 
is what it purports to be, a council of churches, each 
of which is making its contribution to the life and 
work of the whole, that it will fulfill its function. (41) 


Urban Church: Looking at each city objectively, 
at least a five-year plan should be set up so that an 
additional site or sites might be purchased for the 
location of a future church or churches. (109) 


Town and Country Church: Our present policy of 
grouping churches will never solve the problem of in- 
adequate programs. We have discovered a better 
plan—the Larger Parish—which provides a better 
total program than any church could have by itself. 
(111) 


Negro Work: We have exhausted the supply of 
trained ministers to man our new churches. We have 
imported all the good men we can find, and now must 


General Council: As far as statistics can reveal, 


ow have had the best year in the history of our church. nuities is from the fund of Ministerial Relief. 
1) 


World Missions: This is the day of our greatest 
opportunity abroad! One thing is lacking—mission- 
aries. Here in the United States the ratio of workers 
is 100 times greater. (95,93) 


Church Extension: Our investment in new Presby- 
terian churches (since 1945) is already returning over 
three-quarters of a million dollars per year in giving 
to benevolences. More important—here are 569 new 
centers of evangelistic effort, as well as recruiting 
points for ministers, missionaries and lay workers for 
our growing fields at home and abroad. (107) 


Radio & TV: Perhaps never before has there been 
so wide a coverage by any Protestant denomination. 


(118) 


Survey: A circulation climb of 20% to a present 
list approximating 37,000. (77) 


National Council: It is to be expected that there 


will be many different points of view and items 

. which will not please everyone. . . . We should 
not allow one objection here or there to loom so large 
that this ‘’mote”’ of criticism should seem larger than 
the “beam” of united Kingdom endeavor. (44) 


begin to recruit young men of high school and college 
age as candidates for the ministry. (117) 


Evangelism: In the best year of the past ten years 
it required 26 of our church members to win one to 
Christ. 











Letters to the Editors 





Regrets About Omissions and Inclusions 





Hymnbook Give and Take 
No. 1 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I presume that Dr. Kenneth J. Fore- 
man’s rather gocd analysis of the new 
hymnbook (OvuTLooK, April 30) was at 
least indirectly intended as a request for 
letters on the subject. I would like to 
make a few comments therefore on the 
article and The Hymnbook. 

Dr. Foreman mentions several beautiful 
poems used in the new book. I wonder 
if he has attempted to sing or has heard 
sung any of these to the tunes they are 
set. Take, for example, the splendid words 
of Will Percy’s “They Cast Their Nets in 
Galilee” (421). I believe that the tune (?) 
for this poem is extremely difficult for 
even an above-average small church choir 
and would be very difficult indeed for con- 
gregational singing. Similarly, Georgia 
Harkness’ wonderful “Hope of the World” 
(291) appears useless in the average con- 
gregation, at least in these parts. The 
loss of both these hymns and others be- 
cause of unsingable tunes is unfortunate. 

As for “Remember All the People,” 
(495) an excellent poem and thought, that 
second stanza full of apes swinging to 
and fro seems designed to break up any 
service unless Presbyterians have become 
notoriously cold and lacking in humor. 
Try this one on some unsuspecting group 
and see what happens. 

Two serious losses in the new book are 
the omission of the words “Christ the 
Lord Is Risen Today” which seems far 
superior in thought and singability to the 
words “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
(204) and the omission of any use of the 
easy and melodious tune Penetentia which 
is set in the Hymnal for Christian Wor- 
ship to the splendid words “Take Thou 
Our Minds, Dear Lord.” 

There are many good points about the 
new book as Dr. Foreman has pointed out. 
In conclusion, I would like to agree com- 
pletely with his comments about buying 
the new hymnal and singing the same old 
hymns, which is, unfortunately, the situa- 
tion in several places I know of. 

WIuiAM E. MELToN. 
Clinton, Miss. 


No. 2 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

As one of “the Barthian among us” I am 
moved to comment on Professor Foreman’s 
“Impression of The Hymnbook.” Partly 
what riles me is his breezy assertion about 
natural theology (‘it’s in the Bible too”). 
That could stand plenty of qualification. 
For instance, one would have to go some 
to find in the Bible anything like hymn 
No. 97 (“The Spacious Firmament on 
High”). It is a deist’s poem written about 
a Watchmaker God and his mechanical 
creation. Such a poem bears no resem- 
blance to, say, Psalm 19. 

But aside from the eternal question of 
natural theology, I am doubtful about 
Professor Foreman’s notion that in the 
spacious bosom of The Hymnbook there 
is room for all types of theology. Poets, 
he tells us, are not theologians. True, but 
then poetic license does not include theo- 
logical irresponsibility, at least not when 
the poet is composing words for a church 
hymn. And when several churches in the 


Reformed branch of Protestantism get to- 
gether to compile a hymnbook, it seems 
reasonable that the book should reflect 
their common standards of faith and not 
be “a meeting place for al] the churches.” 
Therefore I cannot accept Professor Fore- 
man’s statement that a hymnbook “may 
be in two minds about some doctrine.” So 
far as I can see, it may be in two minds 
only if the church itself is in two minds. 
Otherwise, the hymnbook should echo the 
church’s one mind on doctrine. 

In case anyone is wondering by now, 
let me say that I like the new Hymnbook. 
It is a vast improvement on our old one, 
and I devoutly hope we have it in our own 
local church before too long. 

GeorcE S. HEYER, Jr. 
San Angelo, Texas. 


Dr. Foreman Comments 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Nothing could be better for the pros- 
pects of our new Hymnbook than lively 
discussion. Three cheers for it. About 
letter No. 1, I suggest singing Miss Hark- 
ness’ hymn to the tune Ancient of Days. 
“Donne Secours” doesn’t appeal to me 
much either; but a Calvinist theologian 
has recently praised “Donne Secours”’— 
in print—as an example of what real 
church music ought to be. It takes all 
kinds—! 

I agree in regretting the omission of 
“Penitentia,” but must say I disagree 
about the tune of “They Cast Their Nets 
in Galilee.” I have not had a chance to 
hear it in church, but though I am no 
singer at all, I heard it on a piano and 
got it en the second try. It strikes me 
as simpler and more singable than “Peni- 
tentia.” It just isn’t so familiar. 

Letter No. 2 confirms neatly what I 
predicted about Barthians. Providentially, 
the compilers considered the prejudices 
of paleo-* (as well as neo-) orthodox in- 
cluding the undersigned, so we all can find 
hymns we like. I could fill several pages 
with my personal discontents with the new 
book, but it’s no use; the book is here, 
it’s a lot better than what we have had. 
We can all agree on that and be happy. 

K. J. ForEMAN, 
Louisville, Ky. 


*Paleo means early or older.—Eds. 


Church of God, Too 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We have read with great interest the 
May 7 issue of your paper (“They That 
Sow the Wind”). Strange as that might 
seem to you, the publications from Col- 
lingswood have found their way into our 
own circles. This was especially true at 
the height of the Fundamentalist attack 
on the Revised Standard Version. 

From time to time we still get inquiries 
from pastors who have had some of this 
literature turn up in their congregations. 
Would there be any possibility of our 
getting about a dozen more copies. .. .? 
We would see that they reach certain 
situations where we think they would do 
considerable good. 

We realize that it is a difficult editorial 
decision to decide to air such a problem 
in a general church paper. However, at 
this stage of the situation it would seem 
to me that you have acted in the best in- 
terest of the church as a whole. Your 
choice of a text to go with the material 
was classic. 

Haroun L. Pups, Editor-in-Chief 
Publication Board, Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. 





REPRINTS AVAILABLE—3 for 25¢ 
(minimum); 7 for 50¢; 18 for $1; 50 for 
$2.50; 75 for $3.25; 100 for $4. 





Reader’s Forum 


Pet Peeves from 
Pulpit and Platform 
ASSORTMENT 


From Missouri: “I know I have taken 
up too much of your time, but . . .” 

North Carolina: “That which .. .” 
used 11 times in five minutes. 

Missouri: “I beg leave to submit the 
following report.” There may or may 
not be good reason for using the expres- 
sion, but it gets my goat. 

North Carolina: “I’m all for extem- 
pore prayer when it comes from the heart, 
and I have been lifted up to heaven many 
times by the unstudied prayers of some 
old saint, but when a brother spends ten 
minutes fumbling around in his mental 
grab-bag for news to tell the Lord, it can 
get mighty monotonous.” 





63 men and women 


church in: 


3400 Brook Road 





General Assembly’s Training School this 


year are going out to serve Christ and the 


Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, West Virginia, Virginia, D.C., Maryland, Michigan 
Japan, Formosa, Mexico, Brazil, Africa, and Holland 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 


prepared at the 


Richmond 27, Virginia 
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Montreat Assembly in Session 


The 1956 Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Assembly will have enough lively matters 
on its docket to keep it from being merely 
routine in interest. Some of these will 
come from ad interim committee reports, 
following a year of study, others will be 
introduced by overture chiefly from pres- 
byteries, while some will come from the 
boards and agencies in their reports and 
recommendations. 

The nearly 500 commissioners (di- 
vided half and half between ministers 
and laymen) come from 85 presbyteries 
—from Baltimore to El] Paso and from 
St. Joseph, Mo., to Key West, in addi- 
tion to some from the mission fields. 
They meet at the church’s summer con- 
ference center, Montreat, just east of 
Asheville, N. C. 

They will make decisions about items 
like these: 

Ordination of women—recommended 
unanimously by an ad interim committee; 

An important amendment to the Book 
of Church Order on the question of di- 
vorce; 

Montreat College, which, after failure 
last year, is expected to seek sustained 
support from the General Assembly; 

Wider cooperation with other Christians 
in the National Council of Churches— 
several overtures (as is usually the case) 
protest this kind of association; 

Segregation—with one or two overtures 
seeking a vote on the question by presby- 
teries; 

Atlanta Center—with renewed efforts to 
concentrate all agencies of the Assembly 
in one location; 

Renewed objectives in the Forward With 
Christ program; 

A benevolence budget of $6,931,896. 


Hymn Backgrounds 

Popular evening programs will allow 
the major boards of the Assembly to tell 
something of their work and introduce 
their leaders. The orders of worship 
follow a new and different plan. Worked 
out by Ferguson Wood, Johnston City, 
Tenn., pastor, they give detailed back- 
ground about the origin of many well 
known hymns and tell something of the 
hymnwriters. 

Much of the Assembly’s work is done 
in the standing committees. In order to 
accomplish this work the first two full 
mornings are devoted to nothing but com- 
mittee meetings—with every commission- 
er in the committee to which he has been 
appointed. The first two afternoon ses- 
sions will be devoted to the ad interim 
committee reports which go directly to 


the Assembly for action. Most lively of 
these is expected to be the one on the 
status of women. 

Sunday morning brings the Assembly 
to worship with Stephen J. Sloop of 
Brazil preaching, and a communion serv- 
ice led by Geo. A. Nickles and Arthur 
V. Gibson. Approximately 75 elders as- 
sist in the service. 

One of the highlights of the Assembly 
is always the greetings brought by the 
fraternal delegates—from other Presby- 
terian bodies and frequently from inter- 
denominational groups. 

A special observance of the Woodrow 
Wilson Centennial is scheduled for Sun- 
day evening with Frontis W. Johnston, 
Davidson College professor of history, as 
the speaker. 


Days of Work—and Nights 

Monday and Tuesday are always full 
days of work. (The day’s program begins 
at 8:30 every morning.) Frequently a 
business session will be continued after 
the Monday evening program (if it is 
not too long) and Tuesday’s schedule can 
be of almost any length if it seems that 
the business can be completed without 
going over into Wednesday. Good com- 
mittee work can help assure an earlier 
adjournment, possibly by late Tuesday 
afternoon, though the amount of debate 
occasioned by the reports determines what 
will happen. 

The Stated Clerk admonishes all Com- 
missioners (whose complete expenses are 





DAVID W. PROFFITT 
.. also among the prophets. 


paid by the Assembly) to stay through 
to the end. Personal plans, he reminds 
them, must be put aside for the work 
they have been sent to accomplish. 

One thing heretofore decided by the 
Assembly has already been determined— 
time and place of next year’s meeting. As 
authorized, the Committee on the Office 
of the General Assembly has set it for 
late April in Birmingham, Ala. 


USA Assembly 


Highlighting the opening days of the 
Presbyterian, USA, 168th General As- 
sembly was the election of a ruling elder 
as Moderator—64-year-old David W. 
Proffitt, farmer and department store 
owner of Maryville, Tenn. 


The former president of the National 
Council of Presbyterian Men won in 
Philadelphia on the first ballot over Ed- 
ward L. R. Elson, National Church, 
Washington, D. C., and President Ray- 
mon M. Kistler of Beaver College, Pa. 
The vote was: Proffitt, 474; Elson, 323; 
Kistler, 108. 

The Kistler nomination came as a last- 
minute surprise but the others bore pres- 
bytery endorsements and were widely 
discussed before the Assembly opened. 

The new Moderator was welcomed by 
Paul S. Wright, retiring, as follows: “Is 
David also amon gthe prophets? He is.” 
He passed on to him the symbolic cross 
that goes from Moderator to Moderator 
“as a symbol of the hope of reunion of 
Presbyterianism in this country.” Other 
Presbyterian Assembly Moderators have 
identical crosses to give to their successors. 

Major emphasis of the 1955 Assembly 
was the recognition of the 250th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the first presby- 
tery in America, with special programs 
devoted to this emphasis. A delegation 
of approximately 20 Presbyterian, U. S., 
men was on hand to join officially in 
the celebration of the common anniver- 
sary and J. McDowell Richards, Colum- 
bia Seminary president, spoke for the 
delegation (see page 7). 

One important action of the Assembly 
in the opening days was the unanimous 
adoption of a benevolence program of 
$32,243,661, including an actual budget 
of $15,040,776. Added goals push it to 
the former figure. One major effort of 
the Board of National Missions is seen 
in an unprecedented loan of $5,500,000 
from a bank and the four Boards to help 
construct the first unit of churches in 
strategic areas. 








@ The retiring Moderator’s account 


Report of the Year 


T HAS BEEN a joyous privilege to 

serve our church during the past twelve 
months as Moderator of the General As- 
sembly. For that privilege, and for the 
many courtesies which have been extended 
me by our people I am sincerely thankful. 

When our General Assembly adjourn- 
ed in Richmond on June 7, 1955 it fixed 
the date for its next meeting in Montreat 
as May 24, 1956. It developed, however, 
that this was not a convenient date from 
the viewpoint of our host, the Mountain 
Retreat Association. After conference 
with the Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly, and acting upon a somewhat free 
interpretation of the power conferred 
upon the Moderator in Paragraph 87 of 
the Book of Church Order, I announced 
a postponement of one week in the time 
for the meeting of this General Assem- 
bly. The change was made early enough 
to be included in the printed Minutes of 
the 95th Assembly and was publicized in 
the church press. It is my hope that the 
action has occasioned no inconvenience 
and that it will meet with the approval 


of this body. 
Symbol but no Authority 


The number of invitations which any 
Moderator of the General Assembly re- 
ceives to speak in various sections of the 
church is a source both of pleasure and of 
embarrassment. There is a certain sym- 
bolism in the office which is apparently 
of increasing significance in the minds 
of our people. So long as the office re- 
mains symbolic, and a reminder of the 
fact that the General Assembly “consti- 
tutes the bond of union, peace, and cor- 
respondence among its congregations and 
courts,” there is much to make it desir- 
able that the Moderator travel as widely 
as possible. It is necessary for us to re- 
member, however, that under our system 
of government the man who holds this 
office possesses no actual authority, and 
that his words carry no weight other than 
that which may be inherent in their con- 
tent. I have endeavored to bear this fact 
in mind throughout the year. 

Although it has been impossible to ac- 
cept all of the invitations which have 
come, I have sought to take advantage 
of these opportunities so far as my time 
and strength have permitted. It has been 
my privilege during the year to visit in 
each of our 16 synods and to speak on 
approximately 140 different occasions. 
In so doing I have traveled more than 
48,000 miles. It has been my privilege 
to speak at three of our seminaries, at 


DR. RICHARDS prepared this report of his 
work on behalf of the Presbyterian, U.S., 
General Assembly during his year as _ its 
Moderator. 


4 


By J. McD. RICHARDS 


the General Assembly’s Training School, 
and at seven of our church colleges. The 
generosity of local congregations and 
groups in providing for my expenses has 
made it possible for the total cost of my 
itineraries to the General Assembly to be 
kept at a figure somewhat below $300. 
I have endeavored throughout the year to 
lay stress upon the great evangelistic op- 
portunities which confront the church in 
our day, and to conform to the program 
laid down by our General Assembly in 
emphasizing the cause of Christian High- 
er Education. I have sent out only one 
pastoral letter during the year and this 
was written in behalf of Christian Fam- 
ily Life and Christian Higher Education. 
The mailing of this letter was made pos- 
sible through the cooperation of Dr. 
Hunter B. Blakely and the Board of 
Christian Education. 


Help of Colleagues 

My many absences from my regular 
duties would not have been possible apart 
from the gracious action of my colleagues 
on the faculty and staff of Columbia 
Theological Seminary in offering to carry 
many of my responsibilities during the 
year. I would record my deep and last- 
ing appreciation to them for their kind- 
ness. I wish also to acknowledge my 
deep indebtedness to Dr. E. C. Scott and 
his assistants for their aid in the carry- 
ing on of correspondence and in various 
other details of the work. 

It has been a memorable experience 
to have contact with a host of consecrated 
ministers, officers and members of our 
church across the length and breadth of 
our Southland. I am profoundly grateful 
for the warm hospitality and the many 
courtesies with which I have everywhere 
been received. 


250th Anniversary 

During the past week it was my privi- 
lege to attend in Philadelphia the cele- 
bration of the 250th Anniversary of the 
Organization of the first presbytery in 
America and to bear the fraternal greet- 
ings of our church to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in 
its meetings. (See page 7.) 

In conclusion, it is perhaps appro- 
priate that certain general remarks con- 
cerning the state of our church be in- 
cluded. The year has happily been 
marked to a large extent by the absence 
of party strife and conflict. The ques- 
tion of union with other churches having 
been settled by vote of the presbyteries 
last year has not been a subject of con- 
tinued debate. Both proponents and op- 


ponents of union have shown a com- 
mendable spirit in putting aside differ- 
ences on this subject and in giving their 
attention to other pressing matters which 
are before us. It is to be hoped that the 
spirit of goodwill and unity among our 
people will grow stronger year by year, 
as we remember that the opinions in 
which we differ are secondary to the 
common faith in Christ which binds us 
together as brethren. 


Race Relations 

The most difficult and possibly the 
most crucial question confronting our 
church today is that of racial relation- 
ships. There are many complicating 
factors, and the full solution of our prob- 
lems will not come quickly. Patience, 
love and courage are demanded of us. 
We must respect the sincerity of those 
who hold opinions different from our 
own, while steadfastly maintaining their 
right to be heard. The right to freedom 
of thought and freedom of speech must 
assuredly be maintained in the church. 
All of us alike face an obligation to ask 
ourselves not what we prefer as South- 
erners or as members of a particular race, 
but what Christ would have us do. Only 
as we bring our views and our practices 
into accord with his will can we bear 
an effective witness to the world in which 
we live. The success of our entire World 
Mission Program and the effectiveness 
of our witness at home are dependent 
upon our attitudes and practices in racial 
relationships to a far greater degree than 
we have understood, and the gospel is 
being judged by non-believers on the basis 
of what they see in us. 

Our church is facing a day of unparal- 
leled opportunity. A new religious in- 
terest on the part of great masses of the 
people and the rapid growth both of 
population and of economic resources in 
the South challenge us to move ‘Forward 
With Christ’? as never before. There 
are numerous signs of encouragement. 
We have made real advances in recent 
years Our church is vibrant, growing, 
and capable of tremendous achievements 
in the service of Christ. Far more is 
demanded of us than we have ever done 
before. God grant that we may be faith- 
ful in our task. 


Rose to U.T.S., Va. 


Ben L. Rose, First church, Wilming- 
ton, N. C., will become professor of pas- 
toral leadership and homiletics at Union 
Seminary in Virginia beginning next Sep- 
tember. This is a newly-created chair 
at the seminary. Before going to Wil- 
mington in February, 1955, Dr. Rose was 
pastor of Central church, Bristol, Va. 
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@ A survey of ministerial feelings discloses a willingness 
to consider drastic measures to correct a felt injustice 


Everybody a ‘Doctor’! 


OW that the season for the award- 

ing of honorary degrees is almost 
over, many a minister (and his wife) 
will carefully conceal their secret hope 
in a napkin and fold it away for another 
year. 
" True, a fair proportion of these men 
(and their wives) who have nourished 
this desire for many years have seen the 
fulfilment of hope, but for every one who 
claims the promise there are scores who 
must continue to look at it afar off. 

Amazingly enough, there is a surpris- 

ing sentiment in the Presbyterian, U. S. 
(and doubtless other) ministry to bring 
every minister to the same level and to 
confer an automatic doctorate upon every 
man who has met the required educa- 
tional standards—four years of college 
and three of seminary. 


Large Response 

Ordinarily the possibility would be 
that the seminaries would make their 
Bachelor’s degree into a Doctorate, so 
that ministers, like physicians, would, 
upon graduation, be called “Doctor.” 
But there is a decided opinion that it 
would even be possible for the General 
Assembly to make this title uniform for 
all its ministers! Approximately 17% 
responded to the question. (It was really 
interesting—and symptomatic—that 564 
ministers out of almost 3,200 wanted to 
express themselves on this question.) 
They voted: 

53.7% for uniform doctorates 
46.3% against. 

Even some former Assembly Modera- 
tors, college or seminary presidents and 
other educators looked with favor upon 
so drastic a step as an Assembly-author- 
ized doctorate. And, if you include the 
possibility of making the degree the uni- 
form one conferred by the seminaries, the 
favoring proportion is even higher. 

But what about all this seeking of a 
title of dignity and honor? What’s the 
use of a seemingly silly survey like this? 
One respondent, chiding the instigators, 
said, “I was under the impression that 
there were some more important issues on 
THE OUTLOOK’s agenda.” 

The answer: There are no more im- 
portant matters than in the field of rela- 
tionships and this is an area of bad rela- 
tionships. 

What is not generally recognized is 
the deep feeling which rank-and-file 
ministers have about a situation which 
they now consider to be filled with in- 
justice and favoritism. In the forms they 
returned they were able to express them- 
selves without restraint—and they did! 


JUNE 4, 1956 


For one thing, you have a perceptive 
group that wants none of this stuffed- 
shirt dignity. These want to be plain 
Misters with nothing more and they want 
everybody on the same level. They want 
to abolish all this silly business of “Rev- 
erend” with its obvious Roman Catholic 
origins where a minister is to be ranked 
upon rank—Right Reverend or Most Rev- 
erend or Very Reverend or possible, Not 
So Reverend. These advocates look back 
to a primitive Christianity and they find 
nothing like this. They want a return 
to what they feel to be a truer Christian 
fellowship. They also know the prac- 
tice at many of the better universities 
where, regardless of degrees and distinc- 
tions, everybody is a plain Mister. A 
distinctly Christian fellowship, they 
think, should do as much. 

Then there are some others who have 
honorary degrees but they make noth- 
ing of them. They may have been 
slightly uncomfortable about accepting 
them but they felt that they might be able 
to “strike a blow” at the system without 
being accused of self-seeking if they 
never used the term with reference to 
themselves. So, they would not print the 
designation on their stationery or church 
bulletins or use it in advertising or any 
personal references. (And they might 
also get family and church staff coopera- 
tion in their efforts. You may have 
noticed how the Billy Graham team fol- 
lows this rule of simplicity consistently.) 
Seminary Resistance 

There is considerable sentiment for 
making the seminary requirements some- 
what more demanding—comparable to an 
M.D. or a Ph.D.—and thereby putting 
every man who completes this basic re- 
quirement on the same level. This would 
have to be done by seminaries in concert 
as through the American Association of 
Theological Schools. In that company 
there would be resistance because there 
is a long-time effort to provide progres- 
sive incentives in theological training— 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctor’s—and to 
award a doctorate at what is now the first 
level would be regarded as disastrous. 

Anyway, whatever the scheme that 
might be devised, there is a solid demand 
for the elimination of existing distinc- 
tions and the more hopeful prospect, in 
the eyes of many, is that everybody will 
be a “Doctor.” 

A good many men would more eagerly 
welcome a denomination-wide step to- 
ward a common doctorate if other 
churches could be persuaded to go along. 
They now fear that their denomination 
would be made the laughing-stock of the 


nation or that a worthy minister of the 
church on the corner would have grounds 
for bad feelings if the designation were 
made uniform in one denomination but 
not another. Others feel that so gen- 
eral a distribution of this title would 
cause it to lose all value, though physi- 
cians do not find it so and, strangely 
enough, many who have received honor- 
ary titles do not seem to be aware that 
their own awards may possibly have 
lowered the previous standards. 

Other proposals are offered to meet 
the recognized problem of the disparity of 
ministerial honors, one of the chief being 
the abolition of honorary degrees. No- 
body appears to think that so drastic 
a step as this could be taken. More- 
over, a good many institutions would for- 
feit what they have long found to be one 
of their greatest material assets—yes, 
material! Was there not a dean of one 
of the better colleges who frankly said, 
“Why if it had not been for (a certain 
honor society), we could never have built 
(the chief administration and classroom 
building)!” And it has long been recog- 
nized, these men insist, that many an 
award has at least a distant relationship 
between material benefits provided or 
hoped for. 

There is a block of sentiment that the 
present system must be maintained, else 
there will be no incentive for ministers 
to stretch themselves. When one man 
received an honorary doctorate before 
completing work then in progress for an 
earned one, there was general speculation 
as to whether he would continue his work 
for the degree since he had now become 
a “Doctor”! (He did complete it.) 

It was interesting to note in the re- 
turned forms that, generally speaking, 
(where identification was evident) men 
who possess the degree already are more 
relucant to see it granted to others rou- 
tinely than are those who are not already 
Doctors. To be sure, many of these in- 
sist that they are concerned chiefly about 
maintaining the “present high standard” 
and they don’t want the distinction to be 
cheapened. Some who dwell in hope of 
a future award also shared this idea. 
Hidden Feelings 

The survey revealed several distinct 
areas of feeling: 

(1) Many men say that the present 
system is unfair and while they may not 
reveal their true feelings openly, they 
have a deep resentment about it all. 

(2) Many men feel that the present 
bachelor’s degree is unfair, when they 
already have a bachelor’s degree from 
college, and that, as in other graduate 








schools, three years of work ought to re- 
sult in a doctorate. 

(3) A striking number of men prefer 
the Lutheran term of ‘‘Pastor” as the 
common title, in an effort to put every 
man on the same level. 

Look, now, at some of the responses in 
the words of the ministers. ‘These don’t 

yant to change the system, though most 
see plenty of flaws in it. 

“Those who seem most eager to be 
known as ‘Doctor’ seem least qualified to 
bear the title. On the other hand, the 
D.D. seems often to be awarded on other 
bases than what the title should convey.” 

“Titles do not change the heart out of 
which probably every problem originates. 
To desire the title of Doctor (teacher) is 
a good thing, but let a man work for it 
and earn it.” 

“The title Doctor should indicate that a 
man is above average, either in study or 
in active service. The fact that honorary 
doctorates are sometimes conferred un- 
worthily is a reflection on the college and 
its board of trustees. This does not jus- 
tify, however, further cheapening of the 
title. We should either do our best to 
use the title rightly or eliminate it alto- 
gether, calling no man ‘Doctor.’” 

“Such distinctions arise from the nature 
of man as such. The correction or elim- 
ination of titles will not remove the real 
source of friction nor alleviate appre- 
ciably its effects.” 

“There are too many second-rate gradu- 
ate degrees being given now for the church 
to engage in the same dubious enterprise. 
Veterinarians and physicians have the 
title. There is no reason for ministers to 
follow their example in this matter.” 

“The feeling that a minister (servant) 
of Jesus Christ needs a title to assuage 
his false pride is unnecessary and prob- 
ably sub-Christian. A true servant can be 
known by the way he serves, and no title 
can give what he does not have.” 

“Why waste time burning our lives out 
in studies for degrees if such titles are 
handed out in a broadside manner?” 


In a short-cut solution, some proposed : 


“Just abolish honorary degrees and the 
problem is cared for.” 


Re-Evaluation 


What about those who think there ought 
to be parity of the clergy, even by so bold 
an action as a uniform title? 

For one thing, there is bitter feeling 
about many of the present honorary 
awards. The wife of one minister wrote, 
“TI hope we will re-evaluate the bestow- 
ing of degrees. Sometimes I am really 
aghast at the politics which go along with 
the bestowing of them.” 

You can feel the depth of disappoint- 
ment in many hearts or the sense of in- 
justice caused by the present policy: 

“The whole matter is embarrassing to 
many fine ministers. Members of their 
congregations sometimes wonder why 
their minister is not ‘Doctor,’ like others. 
Is he actually inferior? What can he say 
to the implied query without a ‘sour 
grapes’ answer? How must he feel when 
well-meaning people, even among his own 
colleagues who know the difference, call 
him ‘Doctor,’ thus accentuating the differ- 
ence?” 

“The present system is one of ‘Lord, 
grant that we may sit the one on thy right 


hand the the other on thy left hand.’ ” 

“At present the D.D. is such an obvious 
farce, I'm ashamed of it.” 

“I think there is nothing ‘honorary’ 
about the honorary degree business as the 
preachers go at it.” 

“Not jealous, not bitter; just disgusted 
with the whole system.” 


The insiders hold a steady hand on the 
system. They form an order which in- 
sists on its protocol. In all kinds of 
informal gatherings even, they “doctor” 
each other with a regularity that must 
be amusing to outsiders. Like children 
playing games, they insist upon playing 
their parts to the end. And, in return, 
they get doctored with like ceremony, in 
full payment. 


Call Me ‘Doctor’ 


This sort of treatment makes it hard 
for any man not to take himself too 
seriously, not to insist upon his “rights” 
or to look more charitably upon those 
who recognize his ‘‘worth” by addressing 
him as the worthy “doctor” as he has 
been told he is. Some men make no 
bones about insisting upon it under all 
circumstances. One professor, for ex- 
ample, would not step off his pedestal for 
anybody. When the yardman called him 
“Mister Mantle” he set him straight very 
quickly, ‘““Doctor— Doctor—,” he pro- 
tested, ‘‘I got my degree at -.__-~--. ‘ 

And the little boy on parents’ day at 
school was about to introduce his “doc- 
tored” father to his teacher and class- 
mates as ‘Mr. Coldum,” when his father 
prodded him across the aisle with a stage 
whisper, “Dr. Coldum!” 

On the other hand there are those who 
will have none of that sort of thing and 
they hold a hand on preferential treat- 
ment wherever possible. 


Churches Demand It 


Root of much of the present problem 
is in the congregations, in the judgment 
of many men. Churches, for their own 
vanity, want a “Doctor’’! 


“IT don’t feel that there is as much 
jealousy as there is politics. A certain 
church in this area insists that its pastor 
must have a degree for prestige in the 
community, so every pastor who has 
served that church has received one with- 
in two years.” 

“Some churches, instead of looking for 
a qualified seminary graduate, want to 
know if he has a D.D. and if not, why 
not. This proposal would make it rather 
difficult for such churches to find a preach- 
er on the basis of any valid study or inves- 
tigation!” 

“The tragedy of this whole business is 
that many churches are ashamed to call 
good men simply because they can’t call 
them ‘Doctor.’ In view of our highly 
educated clergy, I believe it is time we 
eliminated this area of false pride.” 


Sore at the Colleges 
Without realizing it, colleges have built 
up a vast bank of resentment which men 
would not be willing to express. In their 
replies to this inquiry they wrote plainly: 
“Ministers who did not attend a church 


college are the ones who suffer most under 
the present system.” 

“Most holders of D.D.’s have them, not 
because of what they are or are worth 
but what church they serve and usually 
‘how much’ that church has given or gives 
regularly to the institution.” 

“The present common practice of using 
honorary degrees as rewards for favors 
rendered or aS a means of producing 
favors is one of the scandals of the 
church.” 

“If you did not attend a church college 
you are not ‘awarded’ a D.D. except in 
unusual cases. This usually means being 
the pastor of a church giving big financial 
support to the awarding college.” 

“This would help decrease the pressure 
on the colleges. If they want to recognize 
exceptional men, there are other honorary 
degrees they can award.” 


A recent effort toward parity of a sort 
failed. After eliminating the classifica- 
tion by salary which always listed that 
item in the Assembly’s Minutes, which 
indicated what some churches thought 
“it would take to move a man,” an effort 
was made to omit degrees from the 
back of the book of Minutes where every 
minister’s name appears. These degrees 
also are listed in the Ministerial Direc- 
tory along with other biographical data. 
One man says: 

“A recent overture to the General As- 
sembly asked that all degrees be removed 
from listings in the Minutes, The stand- 
ing committee favored the step and it was 
defeated on the Assembly floor only be- 
cause a minister (with degrees) was 
clever in making remarks opposing the 
overture.” 

The point was made that a minister 
ought to be addressed in the form to 
which he is accustomed. A good many 
ministers give a considerable amount of 
attention to this. They think it very im- 
portant to have some sort of designation 
to show that a man is a minister—though 
a college president or a lawyer or a teach- 
er or an engineer seems to manage with- 
out such a label. 


No “Reverends,” Please 


While a few men appear to like to be 
called “Reverend” as a title even though, 
unlike any title, it describes no work or 
function, most of them suffer silently 
under the dignity of everything from 
“Rev!” to “The Reverend Slocum.” The 
typical response of most is like this: 


“Anything to get rid of this abominable 
‘Reverend’ business!” 


There is insistent repetition that while 
there is parity in theory it should not be 
destroyed in such ways as the present 
excesses make inevitable: 


“Since we are all brethren and equal 
in the sight of the Lord, and there should 
be some way to distinguish the minister, 
to call all Doctor in the sense of ‘teacher’ 
would be fine.” 

“I am definitely in favor of some com- 
mon title for all our ministers and this 
seems to be a practicable proposal. I 
would vote ‘Yes’ pending some better sug- 
gestion.” 

“We all have the same job to do, with 
equal difficulties.” 
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Some men look hopefully toward the 
seminaries as the source of correction of 
the present difficulty: 


“Increase the seminary course to four 
years and award the D.D. at graduation.” 

“Theological seminaries are infantile in 
their thinking that only a bachelor’s de- 
gree is earned by three years of graduate 
study.” 


Let time be the decisive factor, some 
insist: 

“TI think the degree should be awarded 
after five years of service.” 


Another says, “After twenty-five years 
of service.” 


Other Professions 


A uniform approach to the question, 
particularly with the seminary awarding 
of the degree has its appeal, but for many 
others even an Assembly action would be 
only a step toward parity with work of 
like training and requirements: 


“This (routine conferring of a Doc- 
torate) is a much needed move and would 
encourage scores of our most consecrated 
and worthy men.” 

“This would put the minister on a parity 
with the M.D.” 

“In every other professional field, the 
degree is awarded for equal or less work.” 

“IT have 13 years of college training but 
no doctorate. Even have my Master of 
Laws degree but no LL.D. I would ap- 
preciate a doctorate but doubt if I will 
ever achieve it unless there is some uni- 
form approach to the problem.” 


Many older men, some even in retire- 
ment, expressed the opinion that such a 
uniform designation would be beneficial, 
like this one: 


“T definitely advocate ordination carry- 
ing with it ‘Doctor’ or similar title, for 
the reason that it has long been demanded 
by the public forum, press, etc., and for 
reasons given on the other side. Since 
I have been in the ministry 35 years with- 
out it, I speak from some knowledge, but 
boldly advocate it since it would not apply 
to me.” 


One man, a recognized scholar, comes 
forward with historical precedent. He 
shows how and why the church itself 
could elevate every man to this same 
level of dignity or honor: 


“(1) By virtue of ordination a minister 
is ipso facto a ‘teacher of the body of 
divinity’ (Divinitatis Doctor). It seems 
to me that this fact should be officially 
recognized. (2) A Roman Catholic bishop 
is by virtue of his consecration as bishop 
automatically a ‘Doctor of Divinity’ with- 
out further action of any school. (3) The 
degree is moreover not academic, but ec- 
clesiastical, and should be conferred by 
ecclesiastical action, not by academic proc- 
ess. (4) ‘Doctor’ is already one of the 
minister’s titles in the Confession (along 
with ‘bishop,’ ‘angel,’ etc.) so it would not 
violate any principles to take official ac- 
tion.” 


Here was a reaction evidently revealing 
the attitudes of some men to studying for 
degrees instead of following a course of 
pastoral studying: 

“Some ministers who work for a Th.D. 


are wasting the Lord’s time, the church’s 
time, their family’s time, their own—just 
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a uniform doctorate. 


to be recognized as ‘Doctor.’ Many could 
continue to study in the pastorate and 
serve God’s people actively rather than 
running back to the seminary over a 10- 
year period to write a thesis on some 
isolated subject that would never feed his 
flock. 
are students and professors-to-be and 
teachers, and do profit by further study. 
I know that Paul first sat under Gamaliel 
and later did some ‘studying’ in the 
Arabian desert, but I can’t imagine him 
wasting his many churches’ time by run- 
ning back to seminary when he could 


I say ‘some ministers,’ for others 


continue his study on the job.” 


Lay Attitude 


What do laymen think about this idea? 
Some of their ideas have been indicated 
in the replies of the ministers—the pres- 


sure on churches to call D.D.’s, in the ef- 


forts to persuade colleges to confer the 
degree on their pastor and so on. 

A small sampling of lay opinion on 
this proposal revealed a 3-1 vote against 
Here are some of 
their reactions: 

“If the degree of doctor is earned. this 
should be recognized or else there is no 
incentive to further study.” 

“To do this would make the professional 
world mad forever and rightly so. It 


would reduce their support of the 
churches.” 

“Most people call a preacher ‘Doctor’ for 
fear he might be a D.D. and they will 
make a mistake. I thing most people want 
to call a preacher something besides Mis- 
ter. Elimination of this honorary degree 
business would be a good thing.” 


More Simplicity 

What do we think about this whole 
problem? We have no claim to any 
peculiar insights; we have no wisdom 
not expressed by some who responded to 
this inquiry. Our sympathies, however, 
lie in the direction of less rather than 
more distinctions—a parity of common 
fellowship and vocation rather than of 
titles. To look back at the first Christian 
community in terms of all these titles and 
distinctions of our own day is to realize 
how far this thing has drifted from the 
early simplicities. Moreover, we rather 
feel that while the minister has an obli- 


gation to live and work on the highest 
possible plain, as a result of his service, 
he will not expect, seek, or feel entitled 
to the honors or titles of this world. 

After all, Paul was Paul; John was 
John. And you can’t make it any sim- 
pler than that. This was the way the 
Master walked; why should the servant 
seek some loftier road? 

Perhaps a group some day will make 
a solemn compact to help stop the present 
trend by a program of non-violent non- 
acceptance of these honors; perhaps 
enough of them could lead the way to 
college policies eliminating the system. 


Fraternal Greetings 


Richards 


Excerpts from the fraternal greetings 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly’s 
Moderator, J. McDowell Richards, at the 
Philadelphia USA Assembly: 


Much of your history is our history also, 
and the ties which bind us to one another 
are more numerous than we can mention. 

We were one in our beginning. There 
were many among us who had hoped that 
when this anniversary was celebrated we 
could be united aagin in one ecclesiastical 
organization. . . . As loyal Presbyterians 
we accept the vote (against union) and 
we shall labor as faithfully as we know 
how to carry on the work which is 
GUTS: ... 

We share in a great history and tradi- 
tion, we hold the same creed, exalting the 
sovereignty of the triune God, our form of 
Government is the same, our task is one. 
Above all, we are united by a common 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and a com- 
mon devotion to him.... 

We are confronted today by great prob- 
lems. . . . The decision of the Supreme 
Court concerning the integration of the 
public school system has been used by 
some to open old wounds and to stir the 
emotions of our people. ... In many re- 
spects these are the most difficult times 
our church has faced since the dark days 
of the Civil War. It is with a deep hu- 
mility that we face the situation existing 
today and confess that as Christian lead- 
ers we have not done what we should in 
preparing our people for this hour. For 
our failures we feel a deep sense of peni- 
tence. (Continued, next page) 
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EDITORIAL 


Minister in Court 

A suit for $50,000 damages is pending 
in a South Carolina County Court by a 
Presbyterian minister against another 
Presbyterian minister. So far, this trans- 
action has been kept from the newspapers, 
though it is widely discussed wherever 
Presbyterian ministers and others gather. 

Because we feel that the surest safe- 
guard in defense of fundamental justice 
is the full light of publicity, we are there- 
fore reporting it throughout the church 
lest any such deplorable situation should 
ever be likely to arise elsewhere. 

The court action is asked by Thomas 
B. Hoover of Columbia, S. C., who was 
pastor of the 79-member Congaree church 
in Caycee, S. C., until relieved of that 
responsibility by Congaree Presbytery. 
In the process of the presbytery’s dissolu- 
tion of the relationship, when disagree- 
ment about absolute fairness became in- 
volved, a member of the presbytery who 
had not been involved in the work of the 
Commission on the Minister and His 
Work was called in as a neutral observer. 
He was Fred V. Poag, pastor of the 
Shandon church, Columbia. 

When the conference was over, how- 
ever, Hoover became convinced that Poag 














RICHARDS—continued from page 7 

We are deeply disturbed but we are 
not dismayed. The General Assembly of 
our chureh has borne unequivocal testi- 
mony concerning what is demanded of us 
as Christians. . . This action does not 
constitute legislation binding upon the 
conscience of our members. At the same 
time it does constitute a witness which 
they cannot ignore and which they will 
not lightly brush aside. I can assure you 
that the hearts of our people are burdened 
about this matter, and that we shall con- 
tinue our efforts to find the way to better 
things. ... We ask of you understanding 
and sympathy, we crave your patience 
even though at times it may be sorely 
tried, we earnestly request your prayers 
that in this too our church may be found 
faithful, and that we shall find and take 
that way which is in accord with the mind 
of Christ. 


§ 


had injured him in the course of their 
three-way conversation and in an effort to 
recover from what he felt to be personal 
damages he engaged a lawyer and drew 
up his complaint. (It is interesting to 
note that although both men have earned 
dectors degrees, the paper always refers 
to “Dr. Thomas Brem Hoover” and never 
once to ‘Dr. Poag.’’) 

Five charges are made by Hoover 
against Poag, based upon statements 
which, it is alleged, were uttered by Poag 
in the presence of Thomas Robert Fulton, 
then chairman of the commission, now 
pastor in Charleston, S. C. 

Among the five, for instance, appears 
this one, as described by Hoover: 

“Tom Hoover ought to dig ditches and 
I would not recommend him as a minis- 
ter, and other words of like falsity and 
defamation.” 

For each of the five, the plaintiff seeks 
“10,000 damages. In regard to the charge 
specified above. it is explained by friends 
of Dr. Poag that what he said was that 
he would rather dig ditches than to con- 
tinue to serve a church that didn’t want 
him as its pastor. 

What we are concerned about, how- 
ever, as unfortunate as this whole situa- 
tion is, and as much as we regret Dr. 
Hoover's resort to the courts, relates not 
to the charges, but to any effort to in- 
fluence a court or to win any point by an 
anpeal to race prejudice. Race prejudice? 
How did that creep into this situation? 
Here is the story. 

Under one of the charges it is said that 
the plaintiff, Dr. Hoover, was not “in 
had trouble down in Florida” where he 
had been a pastor, and a letter which he 
wrote to THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
of Feb. 3, 1947 is quoted. This letter 
protested some emphases at the Nashville 
Youth Convention on Missions dealing 
with race relations, including some of the 
comments of individuals on intermar- 
riage, segregation and related subjects as 
reported from some discussion groups. 
The Hoover letter upheld the fundamen- 
tal differences of races and made a strong 
protest against racial intermarriage. 

Now, how does Dr. Poag come into 
this picture? That is very strange, in- 
deed. He is introduced as having been 
chairman of the Special Committee on 
Christian Relations of the 1954 Assem- 
bly which made the report adopted by 
the Assembly, condemning segregation, 
supporting the principle of the Supreme 
Court decision. Astutelv chosen excerpts 
from the papers which the Assembly 
adopted at that time are introduced to 
support the Hoover case. 

There is no indication to the South 
Carolina court that the Assembly adopted 
these measures nor is there the slightest 
suggestion of Dr. Poag’s very tenuous 
relationship to the whole affair. It was 
not his report which the Assembly adopt- 
ed. It had been made by the Council on 
Christian Relations at the instruction of 


the 1953 Assembly. He merely presided 
over a temporary committee to which he 
was appointed, and the Assembly itself 
took the report as its own and adopted it. 
Although Dr. Poag presented it, he did 
not say one word in its defense other 
than to offer it to the Assembly for his 
committee. 

Where has the presbytery been in all 
this situation? Why has it not stepped 
into the case? The answer appears to be 
that just before filing the suit, Dr. 
Hoover requested dismissal from Con- 
garee Presbytery, where he had been 
serving, which is now unanimously sup- 
porting Dr. Poag. Dr. Hoover became 
a member of Harmony Presbytery where 
he was then at work on a temporary basis. 
Harmony Presbytery will be recognized 
as one that is sending to the Montreat 
Assembly the most insistent overtures in 
protest against the church’s stand on the 
race question. 

More than anything else, we are puz- 
zled and troubled that it might be pos- 
sible for any minister of the gospel to 
become involved in such procedure as 
now appears to be the case in this in- 
stance. If such a case should be success- 
ful on the basis of an appeal to race 
prejudice, it would be far more damag- 
ing to any man who felt he had been 
damaged than the severest or most un- 
supported words that could ever be 
spoken to or about him. 

Many a man has come to see that he 
can win the world but in the process he 
can bring everlasting damage to himself 
—far more than his worst enemies could 
ever do to him. 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Definition. Comments are invited on 
the following definition of a Presbyterian 
Church: “A Presbyterian church is a 
fellowship of middle-class people who 
enjoy being affiliated with an organiza- 
tion of good standing in the community 
to which they can belong with comfort 
and without heavy expense; who believe 
in brotherhood within well-defined limits 
and in social progress if it is not carried 
too far; most of whom cast a conserva- 
tive vote, and who find real satisfaction 
in listening to good sermons and tolerable 
church music and in being associated 
with respectable people of their own 
class.” 

Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel. 
“Americans think, feel and act in terms 
quite obviously secularist at the very time 
that they exhibit every sign of a wide- 
spread religious revival. It is this secu- 
larism of a religious people, this reli- 
giousness in a secular framework, that 
constitutes the problem posed by the con- 
temporary religious situation in Amer- 
ica.”"—WiL__ HErRBERG in “Protestant, 
Cat’iolic, Jew’’ (Doubleday). 
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BENEDICTIONS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HERE has been some discussion in 

letters to the editor about benedic- 
tions. Should they be in Biblical lan- 
guage? Is it permissible to add or sub- 
tract anything? and so forth. 

Some popular misunderstanding exists 
about benedictions in church. By long- 
standing custom, this is the accepted way 
to end a service of public worship. There 
is no specific New Testament order to do 
it this way, so that churches advertising, 
“Where the Bible speaks we speak,” 
could not, if they were logical, close with 
the benediction. But it is a good custom; 
the Holy Spirit has blessed it to many a 
heart. 

The present writer is anything but a 
liturgist. and so can offer only as a per- 
sonal opinion the proposition that it is 
a relic of our Roman Catholic days (i.e., 
the days of our ancestors) to suppose that 
only an ordained minister has the right 
to pronounce the benediction. Such an 
idea goes perfectly with the Roman Cath- 
olic idea of the priesthood and its super- 
natural powers. The Roman priest, as 
his church understands it, has the ex- 
clusive right to convey God’s pardon and 
blessing. Protestants on the contrary be- 
lieve that every Christian has access to 
God’s pardon and blessing, and that all 
a minister can do is to remind us of this, 
in God's name. It may be a good prac- 
tice to restrict, as a rule, the pronouncing 
of the benediction to ordained ministers; 
otherwise we might we afflicted with some 
pretty bizzare efforts from laymen with 
literary ambitions. But the notion that 
if you want a benediction for your meet- 
ing, you have to invite a minister to do 
it, is rather absurd. Most of the “‘stand- 
ard” benedictions are strictly quotations 
from the Bible. Is there any reason why 
a layman or a laywoman cannot quote the 
Bible in public as well as a man who has 
had three vears in a seminary? 


HIS brings up the question: Must 
benedictions be in the exact language 

of the Bible? In general, the answer is 
Yes. It is hardly possible to improve on 
the favorite ones, “The Lord bless you, 
and keep you... .”* ‘The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God. 
..” There is no point in trying to deco- 
rate these, especially by throwing in a syn- 





*Despite the frequent effort to improve 
it by adding “the light of his countenance” 
when the correct form is simply, “his 
countenance.’’—Eds. 
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onym such as ‘‘the communion and fellow- 
ship of the Holy Spirit” where both words 
mean exactly the same thing. On the 
other hand, we do have the example of the 
Book of Common Worship where it quotes 
Phil. 4:7 and then goes on with “And the 
blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son 
and Spirit . . .” which is not to be found 
in that verse from Philippians nor any- 
where else in the Bible in that form. Still 
it is a good benediction. Anyone fond 
of picking flaws in benedictions could say 
some unkind things about those written 
by St. Paul, who in all his benedictions 
brought in the Holy Spirit only once, 
and sometimes even pronounced a bene- 
diction without mentioning God at all by 
name (Col. 4:18, Titus 3:15). The form 
of words did not seem important to Saint 
Paul, otherwise he might have used II 
Cor. 13:14 often instead of only once. 


NDEED, there is no real reason why 

a minister might not reverently com- 
pose a blessing of his own—his own 
words, that is, assuring his people of 
God’s blessing as they leave the house of 
prayer. One distinguished pastor in the 
Southern Presbyterian church, to this 
writer’s knowledge, does just that, and 
there are probably others. 

However, without resorting to one’s 
own composition, there might be wider 
use of some neglected benedictions or 
ascriptions in the Bible. (Incidentally, 


MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited. Four-year Liberal Arts 
college for women. A.B. degree. Broad 
curriculum, small classes. 14 majors in- 
cluding music, art, Bible. dramatic arts. 
Courses in nursery school education. 112th 
year. Competitive scholarships. Catalog. 
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there can be no valid objection to the use 
of an ascription instead of a benediction 
at the close of a service. Neither one is 
prescribed in the New Testament, but 
both are in accord with the spirit of New 
Testament worship.) Sometimes both 
are combined, as in Gal. 1:3-5: 

“Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ who 
gave himself for our sins to rescue us 
from the present evil world—by the will 
of our God and Father, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever” (Moffatt). 


Ephesians 6:23-24 and the last verse in 
Jude are perhaps the most familiar as- 
criptions, but there are shorter ones such 
as I Tim. 1:17: 

“To the King of the Ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory for ever: Amen.” 

Or Romans 11:36: 


“All comes from [God], all lives by 
him, all ends in him. Glory to him for 
ever, Amen!” (Moffatt) 


But perhaps the best of the unused 
benedictions is the one which just pre- 


cedes the most familiar one. It is in 
HT Cor. 13:21: 
“Finally, brethren, farewell. Mend 


your ways, heed my appeal, agree with 
one another, and the God of love and 
peace will be with you.” 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Jos. M. Gettys, minister of education, 
First church, Dallas, Texas, will become 
professor of Bible at Presbyterian Col- 
lege, S. C., next fall, succeeding Geo. A. 
Anderson who will be vice-president and 
professor of Bible at Montreat College. 

Geo. Riley Edwards, Durham, N. C., 
will become instructor in Bible at Louis- 
ville Seminary and pastor of the Pewee 
Valley church, near Louisville. He will 
move during the summer and begin 
teaching at mid-year. 

Gene Stone has resigned as general 
secretary of the International Society of 
Christian Endeavor and will become pas- 
tor of the First church, New Castle, Pa., 
June 10. 

Henry McKennie Goodpasture, who 
has been assistant to the president of 
Union Seminary (Va.) during the past 
year will study in Scotland under terms 
of a fellowship next year, after preach- 
ing this summer at the Downtown church, 
Nashville, Tenn. He will be succeeded 
in his seminary post by David R. Holt 
who just received his Th.M. degree at 
the same seminary. 

Wade H. Boggs, consultant to the Board 
of Annuities and Relief and Moderator 
of the 1954 Presbyterian, U. S., General 
Assembly, will become one of the minis- 
ters of the Druid Hills church, Atlanta, 
Ga., Sept. 1. 

Robert P. Davis, Virginia Beach, Va., 
will become director of camps and con- 
ferences for the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Board of Christian Education in Rich- 
mond, Va., effective late in June. 

John E. Ensign, Chapel Hill, N. C., 
director of Camp New Hope of Orange 
Presbytery, will become director of the 
camp and conference program of East 
Hanover Presbytery, Richmond, Va., on 
the 78-acre site to be developed near 
Richmond following a $250,000 fund- 
raising effort. 

John E, Richards, First church, Roa- 
noke, Va., will become pastor of the 
First church, Macon, Ga., succeeding 
Albert Grady Harris who is now retiring. 

R. Davis Thomas from Wynne, Ark., 
to Box 566, Tallahassee, Fla. 

Cc. W. Bridges, Jr., from Moorefield, 
W. Va., to 1444 Sattes Circle, Nitro, W. 
Va. 








Eugene C. Ensley, formerly of St. An- 
drews church, Richmond, Va., has become 
pastor of the First church, Hopewell, 
Va. 

Geo. H. Mack from Bowling Green, Ky., 
to Marine Rt., Waupeca, Wis. 

Frank T. Lemmon from Prince George, 
Va., to 109 Seward St., Thomasville, Ga. 

M. Bland Dudley from Charlotte, N. C., 
to Box 581, Cheriton, Va., serving the 
Bayview church. 

Charles Haddon Nabers from Green- 
ville, S. C., to 16 Church St., Charleston, 
S. C. 

Phil W. Dunford from West Point, Ga., 
to 1400 8th Ave., Albany, Ga. 

Lewis G. Petmecky from Fredericks- 
burg, Texas, to Sterling City, Texas. 


SABBATICAL 

Andrew E. Murray, dean of the theo- 
logical seminary of Lincoln University 
(Pa.), will be on sabbatical leave be- 
ginning July 1. In his absence, Donald M. 
Davies will be acting dean. 


RETIRING 

Three staff members of the Presbyte- 
rian, USA, Board of Christian Education 
were honored recently in Philadelphia in 
view of their approaching retirement: 
Edward B. Paisley, secretary for Graduate 
Christian Education and former secretary 
for the division of Home, Church and 
Community, joined the staff in 1943, fol- 
lowing his presidency of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly’s Training 
School; T. Raymond Allston, an assistant 
to the co-ordinator of leadership program, 
began his service in 1930; Wilhelmina 
D’Arcy Stephens has been a member of 
the editorial department since 1915. 


U. S. MISSIONARIES 

New missionaries appointed by the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of World Mis- 
sions inelude: 

Brazil: Dr. Verlin Arnold Krabill, Po- 
comoke City, Md., agricultural-educational 
missionary, a doctor of veterinary medi- 
cine; Edna Bryan Quinn, Washington, 
D. C., teacher of missionaries’ children 
in North Brazil; Robert M. and Phyllis 
Yates Marvin of Henderson, Ark. 

Mexico: Ernest A. J. and Ruth Mary 
Wehmeyer Seddon, San Saba, Texas. 

Japan: Sarah E. Jeffrey, Jeanerette, 
La., and French Camp, Miss.; Anna Ruth 
Perry, Logan, W. Va. 

Korea: The David L. Parks, Jackson, 
Miss.; Dr. and Mrs. J. K. Levie, Ringgold, 
Ga., medical (dentist) missionaries, re- 
turning after 15 years for a three-year 
term. 
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Belgian Congo: Maurice E. Marlette, 
Jr., Haynesville, Ala., to teach mission- 
aries’ children; Ann Shirley Anderson, 
Fayetteville, N. C.; Lucretia W. Stevenson, 
Camilla, Ga., medical technologist. 

Far East: Robt. S. Gould, DeLand, Fla., 
field to be decided. 


FURLOUGHS 

From Brazil: The W. G. Nevilles, De- 
catur, Ga.. the John G. Visers, Richmond, 
Va.; the Donald E Williams, Black Moun- 
tain or Spray, N. C., and Mission Court, 
Richmond, Va. 


DEPARTURES 

Missionary departures to Presbyterian, 
U. S., stations include: 

Mexico : The John B. Woods. 

Belgian Congo: The Walter D. Shepards. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Lafayette (Pa.)—L. H. D.: Thomas F. 
Soles, Meadville, Pa.; D. Se. Ed.: Robt. 
B. Silliman, Silliman University, Dum- 
aguete, Philippines; Litt. D.: Chas. L. 
Horn, Minneapolis, Minn.; LL. D.: French 
Ambassador Maurice Couve de Murville; 
Doctor of International Law: Garland 
Evans Hopkins, New York. 

Missouri-Valley (Mo.)—D. D.: Robt. 
M. Young, Jefferson City, Mo.; Rollyn 
K. Moseson, Richmond Heights, Mo.; 
Citation Award of Merit in Christian Ed- 
ucation: Edith M. Hilburn, Marshall, Mo.; 
Citation Award of Merit in Public School 
Leadership: Harold L. Lickey, Marshall, 
Mo. 


EARNED DEGREES 

Western Seminary (Pa.)—Th. D.: Yuk 
Kuk Kim, Korea, “The Trial of Hosea”; 
Th. M.: Robt. John McKelvey, “A Re- 
Examination of Romans 7”; Hugo A. 
Lautenbach, “Dread and Fear in the Old 
Testament”; Daniel James Yolton, “The 
Historical Development of Church Archi- 
tecture in Western Pennsylvania.” 


DCEs 

Mary McLean, a 1956 graduate of 
Flora Macdonald College, will direct 
Christian education activities for the 
Red Springs, N. C., church. 

Eleanor Godfrey, formerly of North 
Wilkesboro, N. C., is Director of Christian 
Education in the First church, Columbia, 
Mo. 

Allena Doggett from Texas City, Texas, 
to 8915 Timberside Dr., Houston 25, 
Texas, 

Sue Ruddock from Greenwood S. C. to 
the Oak Park church, 5134 Paris Ave., 
New Orleans 22, La. 


Gets Fulbright Award 


Wayne A. Meeks, Aliceville, Ala., 
graduating senior at Austin (Texas) 
Seminary, has been awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship by the International Educa- 
tional Exchange Service. 

Earlier this year the seminary an- 
nounced Meeks as winner of the $1000- 
Alumni Fellowship. He plans to study 
at the Eberhard Karls University in Tue- 
bingen, Germany. In addition to work 
in Biblical theology, he will observe the 
Student Christian Movement in Germany. 


SPLEN-DOORS 


METAL (Steel & Alum.) FOLDING DOORS 
Durable—Stackless—Economical 
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school. Write for details and prices. 
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MEN’S WORK—Cliff Coleman, Memphis, 
Tenn., business man was to be introduced to 
the Presbyterian, U. S., General Assembly 
as the new Men‘’s Work staff member in 
charge of officer training. He takes up the 
work formerly led by LeRoy P. Burney. 


COMMENCEMENT 
An Allen Affair 


Davis and Elkins College (W. Va.), 
controlled by both Presbyterian, U. S., 
and USA Churches, featured the five sons 
of the late President and Mrs. James E. 
Allen at its commencement program. 
James E. Allen, Jr., president of the 
University of the State of New York 
and Commissioner of Education for the 
state, delivered the commencement ad- 
dress and received an LL. D. degree. 
Carter R. Allen, Waynesboro, Va., attor- 
ney, and Charles G. Allen, Scott Paper 
Company engineer of Detroit, laid the 
cornerstone of the new dormitory for men 
which will bear the name of their father. 
J. Garrott Allen, professor of surgery at 
the University of Chicago Medical Re- 
search Center, spoke at the alumni ban- 
quet. Robert A. Allen, design engineer 
for the Carbine and Carbon Chemicals 
Co., Charleston, W. Va., delivered the 
baccalaureate address. Their father was 
president of the college for many years 
before going to the presidency of Marshall 
College. David K. Allen, now president, 
is no relation. 





Just before commencement—during 
final examinations—disaster struck the 
campus when the Science Building was 
completely destroyed by fire. Lightning 
struck the radio room and spread to the 
entire structure. 

On other campuses the speakers were 
to be as follows: 

Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 


preacher; (2) commencement speaker; 
(3) others. 


Illinois, (1-2) Richard Paul Graebel, 
Springfield, Ill., June 10. 


Carroll (Wis.), (1) G. Wallace Robert- 
JUNE 4, 1956 
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son, Grand Haven, Mich., June 3; (2) Wat- 
kins Overton, Memphis, Tenn., June 3. 

Beaver (Pa.), (1) President Raymon 
Kistler, June 10; (2) Judge Edward J. 
Griffiths, Philadelphia, June 10. 

Wooster (Ohio), (1) President Howard 
F. Lowry, June 10; (2) Francis B. Sayre, 
Washington, D. C., June 11. 

Columbia Seminary (Ga.)—(1) Ste- 
phen T. Harvin, Jacksonville, Fla., June 
3; (2) Jas. E. Cousar, Savannah, Ja., 
June 4; (3) Stephen J. Sloop, missionary 
to Brazil, June 3. 

Texas A&M College—(1) Wm. M. 
Elliott, Jr., Dallas, Texas, May 25. 

Macalester (Minn.) — (1) Orville Dahl, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, June 3; 
(2) Dean Donald P. Cottrell, Ohio State 
University, June 4. 

Missouri-Valley—(1) Robt. M. Young, 
Jefferson City, Mo.; (2) Thos. P. Lindsay, 
Kansas City, Mo., June 2. 


Russian Visitors 


Nine Russian visitors, returning a re- 
cent visit as many Protestant leaders 
to their own country, are now engaging 
in conversations—in this country and be- 
ing shown some of the points of interest 
in the East. Here is the itinerary being 
followed in their 11-day visit: 


June 2, New York City—dArrival Idle- 
wild. Welcoming dinner at hotel. 

June 3, New York City—Church services. 
Sightseeing. Visits to various churches. 

June 4, Greenwich, Conn.—Formal con- 
versatioris at Seabury House (morning). 

June 4, New Haven, Conn.—Lunch at 
Yale University. Visits with student chap- 
lains and at Yale Divinity School. 

June 4, Greenwich, Conn.—Conversa- 
tions at Seabury House (late afternoon). 
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June 5, Greenwich, Conn.—Conversa- 
tions at Seabury House (morning). Motor 
tour of Connecticut countryside (after- 
noon). 

June 6, Corning, N. Y.—Tour of Corning 
Glass Works (morning). 

June 6, Toledo, O.—Official reception at 
meeting of National Council of Churches’ 
General Board (afternoon). Honor guests 
at 55th anniversary banquet of Toledo 
Council of Churches (evening). 

June 7, Wooster, O.—Lunch at Wooster 
College. Visits to Seville, O. where they 
will be guests of local Protestant churches 
and ministers, and to Mansfield, O. as 
guests of local YMCA-YWCA Center. 

June 8, Philadelphia, Pa.—Visits to re- 
ligious centers and historic shrines in- 
cluding Independence Hall. Luncheon 
tendered by Eugene Carson Blake. After- 
noon visits to local hospitals and settle- 
ment house. Evening conference on the- 
ological education with seminary repre- 
sentatives from area. 

June 9, Washington, D.C.—Sightseeing, 
including such national shrines as Mount 
Vernon. 

June 10, Washington, D.C.—Morning 
worship. Evensong service at National 
Cathedral. Reception at College of Preach- 
ers. Concert at National Gallery (even- 
ing). 

June 11, New York City—Sightseeing, 
including visit to United Nations, National 
Council of Churches, and financial district 
(morning). Resumption of formal con- 
versations (afternoon). Radio City Music 
Hall (evening). 

June 12, New York City—Conversations 
(morning). Sightseeing, including stops 
at St. Luke’s Hospital and Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Shopping (afternoon). 
Dinner at Riverside Church and formal 
conclusion of visit. 

June 13, New York City—Departure. 


Visser ‘t Hooft Lists 
Major Ecumenical Gains 


UTRECHT, THE NETHERLANDS (RNS) 
—W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said here that the 
ecumenical movement has made “concrete 
gains” in many fields in recent years. 

He spoke at a meeting marking the 
10th anniversary of the Ecumenical 
Council of Netherlands Churches. 

Dr. Visser *t Hooft cited the generous 
way Christian groups over the world 
contributed toward the relief of flood dis- 
tress in the Netherlands in 1953 as an 
example of how chuches eveywhere are 
“growing away from egocentricity and 
learning to meet each others’ needs.” 

The World Council official lauded the 
action of the (U.S.) National Council of 
Churches in sending a delegation to the 
Soviet Union in March, saying it had 
done ‘‘excellent work by showing that an 
open and free exchange between churches 
is possible.” 

He also said it was indicative of a 
“favorable atmosphere” that the World 
Council’s central committee, in spite of 
the risks involved, had decided to hold 
its next meeting in Communist Hungary 
“in order to guard the real contact of the 
total church of Christ.” 
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AMBASSADOR IN BONDS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 17, 1956 
Acts 21:17——26:32. Text for Study: 26:2-8,19-23 


Paul was filled with a consuming de- 
sire to carry the gospel of Christ across 
the length and breadth of the Roman 
Empire. The gospel had spread along 
the eastern coast of the Mediterranean 
before he left Antioch on his first mission- 
ary journey. That journey carried him 
into Galatia, the next great province in 
the West. The second journey led him 
into Macedonia and Greece. The third 
journey was spent mostly in the great 
province of Asia. As a result of these 
three journeys, there was a string of 
churches in the strategic cities of the 
Roman Empire from Damascus and Jeru- 
salem in the East to Corinth and Athens 
in the West. Paul was determined to 
continue his westward march to Rome 
and then on into Spain (Acts 19:21; 
Romans 15:23-24). 

Meanwhile there was a pressing prob- 
lem at home. The Jewish wing of the 
church, with its center in Jerusalem, was 
drifting farther and farther away from 
the Gentile wing, growing rapidly 
through the Roman Empire. Paul him- 
self was the chief object of suspicion. 
The great apostle, believing passionately 
in the unity of the church (cf. I Cor. 
1:10-13; Ephesians 4:1-6; Phil. 2:1-5) 
determined to take up a collection from 
his Gentile churches, and to carry it to 
Jerusalem for the benefit of the poor and 
needy Christians of that city. He knew 
that it was dangerous for him to go to 
Jerusalem (Acts 9:26; 20:22-23; 36-38) 
and was warned repeatedly by his friends 
(21:4,10-14), but he was willing to take 
the risk in order that he might bind the 
two wings of the church together in the 
bonds of Christian love. 


l. In Bonds 


In Jerusalem the evil forebodings of 
his friends was amply fulfilled. While 
he was in temple area performing the 
prescribed rites he was falsely accused 
of profaning the temple, and a Jewish 
mob tried to kill him. He was saved by 
the detachment of Roman soldiers who 
always stood guard over the temple area. 
He asked and received permission to ad- 
dress the mob which had assaulted him. 
They listened attentively as he described 
his early zeal for his ancestral faith and 
of how he had been led to accept Jesus 
as the promised Messiah, listened until 
he mentioned his commission to the Gen- 
tiles. Then pandemonium broke loose. 
The crowd cried, “Away with such a fel- 
low from the earth, for it is not fit that 
he should live.” 

Unable to get at the bottom of the 
affair, and apprehensive for Paul’s safety, 
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the tribune finally sent Paul heavily 
guarded to Caesarea, the capital of the 
province, that he might be examined by 
the Roman Governor. Felix heard his 
accusers, allowed Paul to make his de- 
fence, and announced that he would 
render his verdict later. Meanwhile, he 
gave orders that Paul should be held in 
mild confinement. That confinement, 
Luke tells us, continued for two years, 
and was not ended when Felix was finally 
removed from office on complaint of the 
Jews. 

Three days after Festus succeeded 
Felix as Roman procurator he journeyed 
to Jerusalem. The hostility of the Jews 
toward Paul had not abated, and their 
leader promptly pressed Festus to send 
Paul to Jerusalem for trial. They urged 
that it would be a favor to the nation. 
Festus replied that it was not the custom 
of the Romans to give up any man until 
his accusers had faced him and he had 
been allowed to make his own defence. 
The Jews were invited therefore to come 
to Caesarea and there press their charges 
against Paul. 

The trial in Caesarea is not described 
in any detail. The Jews, however, 
brought many charges against Paul, for 
which they offered no proof. All that 
Paul needed to do was to deny the 
charges. He made it plain to Festus that 
the main point was concerning “one 
Jesus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed 
to be alive’ (25:19). Festus admitted 
later (25:25-26) that not one of the 
charges had any basis in fact; he was 
impressed, however, by the Jews’ intense 
animosity against Paul, and desiring at 
the outset of his administration to win 
the goodwill of the turbulent people 
whom he was called upon to govern, he 
offered to transfer the case to Jerusalem. 

In a sharp reply, Paul pointed out that 
by all the law of propriety he ought to 
be judged by Festus in Caesarea; that 
Festus knew (as he later admitted) that 
Paul was guilty of no wrong doing; that 
being innocent he did not intend to be 
needlessly sacrificed; that he would ex- 
ercise his rights as a Roman citizen and 
appeal to Rome. There was no other 
course for him to take; he knew that a 
weak man who had yielded one essential 
right to win the favor of the people would 
yield even more when the pressure was 
increased. 

Paul’s appeal placed Festus in a dif- 
ficult position. He had no definite charge 
to make against Paul and to send an un- 
certain report would cast discredit upon 
his regime. 


Then, fortunately, Herod Agrippa, 


with his sister, Bernice, came to pay the 
new governor the customary courtesy 
call. 

Herod Agrippa II was the son of 
Herod Agrippa I who martyred the 
apostle James as recorded in Acts 12. As 
a young man he lived a profligate life 
in Rome, and was involved in a number 
of unsavory scandals. His father died 
when he was seventeen, and shortly there- 
after he obtained from Claudius and 
Nero certain territories beyond the Jor- 
dan in the north of Palestine. His pow- 
ers were limited. Nevertheless he was 
allowed to style himself a king. He was 
half a Jew and was well acquainted with 
Jewish matters; his expertness in their 
difficult and complicated affairs has 
gained him the favor of the Roman gov- 
ernment. He was their adviser in things 
Jewish. Nevertheless Agrippa had no 
real interest in religion and was at heart 
an utter worldling. According to com- 
mon reports he was living incestously 
with Bernice, his full sister. 

Festus arranged for Paul to be brought 
before Herod that he might advise him 
regarding the indictment he was now 
compelled to send to Rome. And Herod 
jumped at the opportunity of hearing 
Paul at first hand. To honor the visiting 
rulers the investigation was conducted 
with great pomp and ceremony, and all 
the leading men of the citv were present 
at the hearing. Festus first explained 
the object of the gathering and then 
Agrippa, allowed to preside through 
courtesy, indicated to Paul that he might 
speak in his own defence. 


Il. An Ambassador in Bonds 

It was customary in those days for any 
person pleading before a court to begin 
his address with some complimentary re- 
marks addressed to the judge. Paul rec- 
ognized the custom but was aware at 
the same time of Agrippa’s unsavory rep- 
utation. His complimentary introduction 
did not go beyond the facts: “TI think 
myself fortunate that it is before you, 
King Agrippa, I am to make my defence 
against all the accusations of the Jews, 
because you are especially familiar with 
all customs and controversies of the 
Tews; therefore I beg you to listen to 
me patiently.” 

The address which follows, in con- 
struction and style, is one of Paul’s 
noblest efforts. More than any other it 
may be considered Paul’s Apologia Pro 
Sua Vita. 

He begins by describing his Pharisaic 
heritage (26:4-8): 

“My manner of life from my youth, 
spent from the beginning among my own 
nation and at Jerusalem, is known by all 
the Jews. They knew... that according 


to the strictest party of our religion I 
lived as a Pharisee.” 


Some Jews were slack in the observance 
of their religious obligations, just as 
some Christians are today, but not the 
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Pharisees. They prided themselves on 
their careful observance of all the details 
of the law, which regulated the whole_of 
life. They held themselves aloof not 
only from Gentiles, but also from their 
fellow-Jews who were careless or lax in 
their religious duties. Paul had been 
one of the strictest of the Pharisees, “as 
to righteousness under the law blameless” 
(Phil. 3:6). 

And now, he adds, “I stand here on 
trial for hope in the promise made by 
God to our fathers, to which our twelve 
tribes hope to attain. . . . And for this 
hope I am accused by the Jews.” The 
hope to which Paul refers repeatedly in 
this portion of his address is the hope of 
a coming Messiah, a hope which has 
been made real to him by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. “Why,” 
asks Paul, “is it thought incredible by 
any of you that God raises the dead?” 
An orthodox Jew would reply, “It is not 
incredible. We do indeed look forward 
expectantly to the resurrection from the 
dead.” But Paul’s point is that those 
who believe in God and who look for- 
ward to the time when he shall raise the 
dead should not find it difficult to believe 
that he has actually raised Jesus from 
the dead in order to prove that he is 
indeed the promised Messiah. 

Yet Paul can understand their attitude, 
for he once shared it himself. So he 
turns back to describe his persecuting 
zeal: “I myself was convinced that I 
ought to do many things in opposing the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so 
in Jerusalem” (26:9-11). As we read 
Paul’s words we see that the persecution 
which set in after the death of Stephen 
was more severe than Luke’s earlier ac- 
count had led us to believe (8:1-3). “I not 
only shut up many of the saints in 
prison,” said Paul, “but when they were 
put to death I cast my vote against 
them.” : 

It was while he was thus engaged that 
the revolution in Paul’s life took place. 
For the third time in Acts we have the 
story of Paul’s journey to Damascus, of 
the lightning flash that blinded him, of 
the challenge from the risen Christ 
(26:12-18. Cf. 9:1-9; 22:6-22). 

“Saul, Saul,” said the voice, “why do 
you persecute me?” In doing evil to 
men, in causing them to suffer, even for 
what he thought was a righteous cause, 
in following his conscientious convictions, 
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Paul was in fact doing evil to the Lord. 
The voice continued, “It hurts you to 
kick against the goads.” As F. F. Bruce 
has written: 

“This homely proverb from agricultural 
life suggests that there was already in the 
depths of Paul’s mind a half-conscious 
conviction that the Christian case was 
true... .It was probably in large measure 
to stifle this conviction and impression 
that Paui threw himself so furiously into 
the campaign of repression. But the goad 
kept on pricking his conscience, until at 
last the truth that Jesus was risen indeed 
burst forth into full realization. .. .” 

Sometimes we too have prickings of 
conscience. Sometimes we too refuse to 
stop and think. It is humiliating to ad- 
mit that we have been wrong; to do an 
about-face; to acknowledge that we have 
wronged a fellowman. But what if 
wronging a fellowman means wronging 
God? Paul had to know. The time had 
come when he could no longer evade the 
insistent questioner. “And I said, ‘Who 
are you, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 
So Paul came to see that Jesus was in- 
deed the Lord, and a Lord who identified 
himself with man. 

Sut it was not for this purpose only 
that Christ had appeared unto Paul. 
“Rise and stand upon your feet, for I 
have appeared to vou for this purpose.” 
As we compare the various accounts of 
Paul’s conversion, it is apparent that he 
has telescoped the story at this point. Not 
all at once did Paul realize what it really 
meant to meet up with Christ. Seldom 
does it come in that way to any of us. 
But finally the light dawned upon him. 

“T have appeared to you for this pur- 
pose ... to open (men’s) eyes that they 
turn from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, that they (as 
tragically mistaken as’ you once were) 
may receive forgiveness of sins (even as 
you) and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.” 

And how was he to do this thing? By 
his willingness to “bear witness to the 
things in which vou have seen me and 
(also) to those in which I will appear to 
vou.” For if a man is willing to follow 
the light which has come to him, more 
light will be given. Otherwise the light 
will grow more dim until it finally dis- 
appears. 

lll. Not Disobedient 

“Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” 
Here in a nutshell is the secret of Paul’s 
life. Always, from the beginning to the 
end he was a man who followed the light. 
“Not disobedient—unto the heavenly vis- 
ion.” How many of us can say with 
equal truth that we have been faithful 
to the best that we know, to the light that 
has been offered us, to the vision that has 
come to us in those moments when we 
were nearest to our Lord? Is there any- 
thing that we would rather say when the 
time has come for us to offer our final 
plea and to hear our Lord pronounce the 


final verdict? 

“T was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision, but declared (to Jews and Gen- 
tiles) that they should repent and turn 
to God and perform deeds worthy of their 
repentance.” Here are the two sides of 
the Christian life—(1) to turn to God, 
and (2) to perform deeds worthy of our 
profession. 

But Paul would not have Agrippa 
think that his vast labors had been car- 
ried out in his own strength. “To this 
day,” he testifies, “I have had the help 
that comes from God.” To appreciate 
the significance of this statement we 
would have to review Paul’s entire career 
—the missionary labors, the many suffer- 
ings he had experienced (see II Cor. 
11:23-29 for a partial list), the long 
imprisonment he had just undergone. “To 
this day I have had the help of God”— 
that was wonderful testimony coming 
from Paul’s lips. 

It is this total experience—the original 
appearance and the constant presence in 
the intervening years that enabled Paul 
to bear his final witness: 

“So I stand here (in the presence of 
this distinguished audience) testifying 
both to small and great, saying nothing 
but what the prophets and Moses said 
would come to pass, that the Christ must 
suffer [Isaiah 53 must have been one of 
the passages cited] and that, by being 
the first to rise from the dead, he would 
proclaim light both to the (chosen) people 
and to the Gentiles.” 

The same witness has been continued 
to our own day—by men who, like Paul, 
can speak out of their own deepest ex- 
perience. 

Festus was bewildered by Paul’s words 
(which to a cultured man of the world 
seemed extravagant and impossible) and 
startled by his enthusiasm. “Paul,” he 
cried out, ‘‘you are mad; your great learn- 
ing is turning you mad.” Paul replied 
that he was quite sober and then turned 
to Agrippa. He was acquainted with the 
facts about Christ, which were notorious; 
as a Jew he believed the prophets and 
must concede that they were fulfilled in 
Jesus. Addressing Agrippa directly then 
Paul asked, “King Agrippa, do you be- 
lieve the prophets ?” 

Such an appeal from a prisoner to his 
judge, particularly to a king, was most 
remarkable, and must have made Agrippa 
squirm in embarrassment. But he was 
not so easily trapped. “In a short time 
you think to make me a Christian,” he 
remarked ironically (so the rsv; the KJV 
is incorrect). Paul caught up Agrippa’s 
phrase, “Whether short or long, I would 
to God that not only vou but also all who 
hear me this day might become such as 
I am—except for these chains.” Agrippa 
did not heed him. Followed by the Gov- 
ernor and Bernice he arose as a signal 
that the court was dismissed. Refusing 
the light the three of them walked out— 
into the darkness. The light is available, 
but only for those who have eyes to see. 
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BOOK NOTES 


CHRISTIAN NURTURE THROUGH THE 
CHURCH. By Lee J. Gable. Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
Churches, New York. 126 pp., $1.25, paper. 

This handbook is sub-titled “Admin- 
istering the Educational Work of the 
Church,” and its dozen chapters are de- 
signed to do just that service for ministers 
and laymen who have the responsibility 
for the educational program of a local 
congregation. 

Opening with a brief discussion of an 
undergirding philosophy of Christian ed- 
ucation, the book moves quickly into spe- 
cific suggestions regarding program and 
organization. It deals with such prac- 
tical matters as enlisting and training 
volunteer workers, grouping and grading 
of pupils, proper use of building and 
equipment, finance and public relations, 
and evaluation. 

The author, who is now a member of 
the faculty of the Theological Seminary 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, has served 
rural and town churches, and has served 
with educational agencies of the National 
Council and the International Council 
of Religious Education. He thus brings 
an impressive breadth and depth of back- 
ground to his task. 

One cannot say that here is anything 
startlingly new and different in Christian 





education. This is, however, a compact 
and readable book which brings together 
between two covers much material which 
will be of value to local Committees on 
Christian Education, to church school 
superintendents, and to ministers who 
may have lost touch with modern tech- 
niques of Christian education. 
GEORGE STAPLES. 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 


INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY. By 
Max Rosenberg. Philosophical Library, New 
York. 502 pp., $6. 

Designed for the average reader, this 
book tells what the great minds have 
thought about the major problems of life 
and living. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


There is No End. R. Dean Goodwin. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. $1.25, 
paper. 

Faith, Reason and Existence. John 
Hutchison. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
$4.50. 

The Pitiful and the Proud. Carl T. Rowan, 
Random House, N. Y. $5.00. 

How a Small Church Can Have Good 
Christian Edueation. Virgil E. Foster. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.00. 

Happy Warriors. Pamela Search. Arco 
Publshing Co., N. Y. $2.75. 

The Valley of God. Irene Patai. Ran- 
dom House, N. Y. $3.95. 

Delinquency. Herbert A. Bloch & Frank 
T. Flynn. Random House, N. Y. $7.95. 








Day after Tomorrow. Alice Hudson 
Lewis. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.50, cloth. 
$1.25, paper. 

How to Use Day after Tomorrow. Nelle 
Morton. Friendship Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

Conversations on Southeast Asia. Jeanne 
Carruthers. Presbyterian Church USA, 
Philadelphia. 20¢, paper. 

Psychology and Worship. R. S. Lee. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.75. 

Claim These Victories. J. Clyde Wheeler. 
Bethany Press, St Louis. $2.50. 

Chaplet of Grace. Basil Partridge. West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia. $3.75. 

Mrs. Minister. Olive Knox. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $3.00. 

The Holy Spirit in Christian Theology. 
George S. Hendry. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $2.50. 

Spiritual Power for Your Congregation. 
Carl Walter Berner. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis. Guide to Lay Activity, 
75¢, paper. 

Pastor’s Handbook and Idea Kit. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis. $1.50, 
paper. 





What Presbyterians 
Believe $1.25 


by Joseph M. Gettys 
(fourth printing) 


Leader’s Guide $.50 


At your nearest 
Presbyterian Bookstore 











An Adventure in Love 
by W. Taliaferro Thompson 


copies in less than two months. 


by Ernest Lee Stoffel 


Demand for this fine book on Christian Family Living 
(a first for “Dr. Tolly”) mounted to more than 10,000 
Here are the principles 
and practice of Christian love at work in marriage and 
family life, written in informal style. 


Paper, $1.25; cloth, $2.50 
His Kingdom Is Forever 


Expanding upon more than 300 Bible references, Dr. 
Stoffel discusses, in non-technical language, the meaning 


Major Books of 1956 from John Knox Press 


Faith Healing and the 


Christian Faith 
bv Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 


A calm and thorough analysis, in popular terms, of faith 
healing—in the light of the Bible. Answers with courage 
such questions as: Who are the faith healers?’ Do New 
Testament miracles still occur? 
health for everyone? Help for those concerned over this 


April 2 


problem. 


October 1 


Tools for Bible Study 
Balmer H. Kelly, Editor 


Eleven chapters of evaluation and information on im- 
plements of interpretation. 


October 1 


Does God will perfect 
$3.50 


August 20 


Some topics and authors: 


of the doctrine of the Kingdom of God. There is much 
encouragement for the individual and the Church today in 


Concordances, Donald G. Miller; The Rabbinic Writings, 
John Wick Bowman; New Testament Lexicons, Howard 





its reminder that “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth !” Tillman Kuist; Archaeology, James L. Kelso. Reprinted 


$3.00 from Interpretation. $2 (tent. ) 
| Wager on God The Hymnody of the Christian Church 
by Hunter B. Blakely May 21 


by Louis F. Benson October 1 
Here is clear discussion of how to develop a satisfying A new printing of the classic work by the late American 
Christian faith, with abundant illustrative material and a 


authority. Dr. Benson’s penetrating style and scholar- 
helpful bibliography. $3.00 


ship are stimulating today. $4.50 
Learning Together in the 

Church and Campus S reit 

Dewitt C. Reddick, Editor January 16 


Christian Fellowship 
Comprehensive survey of past, present, and future activi- 


by Sara Little June 18 

Challenging discussion of group study methods, with 
ties of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in all areas of 
Christian higher education. Paper, $1 


emphasis on Bible study. Several denominations are in- 


terested in using this with leaders. $1.25 


Richmond 9, 
Virginia 


Ask your 
bookseller 
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A NEW COMMITMENT — 


TO HELP CARRY THE GOSPEL TO | k A () 


THE BIBLICAL LAND OF— 
e UR, home of Abraham 


bringing the Christian message to the ¢ BABYLON, where Daniel was captive 
Moslem world. e NINEVEH, to which Jonah was sent 





For the first time in its history our 


Church will accept responsibility for 











WE JOIN IN A COOPERATIVE MISSION WITH 


e THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S.A. 
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